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Warm Welcome
Formal meets functional in a Kennebunkport home designed
for graciously entertaining family and friends
by Debra Spark // Photography Jeff Roberts
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This shingle-style home takes its inspiration from Russell Versaci’s
Creating a New Old House. Kennebunk architect Brian Beaudette
simplified the design by creating focal points, including a columned
portico and bay dormers, under and around the main gable. An
ell on the right houses a three-car garage on the first floor and an
entertainment room and bunkroom on the second. The front lawn—
part of the extensive grounds and gardens maintained by Piscataqua
Landscaping and Tree Service in Eliot—also serves as an auto court in
the summer, when visitors are plentiful.
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ust Hills, the late fiction
editor of Esquire, used
to say that the first line of a short story
should introduce the themes of the work
to come. The same might be said of a
home’s front door: it should invite you
in, while establishing the nature of what
is inside. Perhaps this is more ideal than
realistic, but it is an ideal achieved in a
couple’s 2013 Kennebunkport home. The
nutmeg-colored, gambrel-roofed, shinglestyle creation is the product of three local
talents: architect Brian Beaudette, builder
Kevin Lord, and interior designer Anthony
Catalfano, who has a design business in
Boston and a high-end home furnishings
shop, Anthony Catalfano Home, in Wells.
With transom lights, a mullioned window
panel, and flanking windows, the front door
allows one to see through the house to
the ocean. Meanwhile, the covered porch
is framed by white pillars and topped with
a balcony from which a striped patriotic
bunting hangs. Beaudette says of the
arrangement, “It has the feeling of a being
an old family estate. The entrance is
welcoming, but it sets the tone for the high
finishes inside. It’s an important house, but
still a home.”
“We wanted a house that was
substantial,” says Lord. “That felt like it was
always there.” He achieved this with three
massive granite chimneys, classic shinglestyle features (bay dormers, oval windows,
cedar shingles, and a sweeping porch) and
an ell that attaches to a carriage house/
garage with a finished second floor. Still,
the exterior design manages to minimize
the home’s scale. The lines of the façade’s
gambrel roof draw the eye downward,
and on the ocean side, a one-story white
screened-in porch with a roof deck also
directs the view back to the land. Inside, the
elaborate coffered ceilings, paneling, trim,
moulding, chair rails, columns, and door
pediments suggest a Georgian sensibility,
but the formality of the architectural
elements is played down, Catalfano says,
with relaxed furnishings and finishes.
The design was guided in part by the
desire to maximize the views and to outfit
the house for entertaining. The ground
floor is open-concept, insofar as the living
room, dining room, and kitchen are one
rectangular room, but the spaces are
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The inset paneling of the custom gray and
white kitchen cabinetry from Crown Point
Cabinetry in Claremont, New Hampshire
matches that of the casings and columns
seen elsewhere on the first floor. A Jet Mist
leathered granite countertop, two-inch
Carrara marble island top, and backsplash
composed of subway tile with metal
accents reinforce the palette. SmartHome
Solutions in Kennebunk automated all
of the lighting, shading, audiovisual, and
other systems in the home.
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A Manuel Canovas butterfly-patterned fabric used for curtains inspired the colors of the owners’ bedroom (above). The bamboo canopy bed
frame is from Anthony Catalfano Home in Wells; the linens were custom-made in Europe. The custom cabinet at the foot of the bed holds a
television, which rises up on a platform and can be faced toward the pillows or a sitting area.
In the owners’ bathroom (opposite), a star-shaped pendant light accentuates the wood-paneled ceiling. Below is a soaking tub with nickel legs
and a mosaic floor of honed marble.

defined by architectural elements like columns, beams, and
half-walls. Double-hung windows with traditional grillwork
go down to the floor, allowing for views of the open ocean.
Seals sun on Bumpkin Island, which takes center stage if one
is in the living room. Each room offers a different angle on the
view, which extends dramatically to the north and south.
The homeowners love to have family and friends visit, in
groups large and small. To accommodate overnight guests,
the house has four en suite bedrooms on the second floor. A
bunkroom—lined floor to ceiling with nickel-gap board and
built underneath a steeply sloped roofline—has two children’s
built-in beds, which can be tucked against the wall or slid away
on runners to allow for more headroom. In a downstairs library
with a TV and fireplace, known as the “quiet room,” paneled
walls are a distressed black with a red ochre undercoating.
Furnishings include chinoiserie (like curtains with pagoda
designs) and a white couch with red piping and a red seat
cushion. With its own powder room, the library can house
overflow guests, as can the entertainment room that abuts
the bunkroom in the cupola-topped carriage house.
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Guests, of course, are not always overnight visitors,
especially if you are the sort of person who likes to throw a
party. And the homeowners like to throw a party: an outdoor
gathering under a tent, a dinner in their dining room, even
a fete in their heated garage. To accommodate all this, the
house has two kitchens: an upstairs one for everyday use and
a downstairs cook’s kitchen with an oversized refrigerator.
For parties, meals can be prepared out of sight and then
brought upstairs via an elevator. (The elevator will also
facilitate aging in place.) The upstairs kitchen is refined, with
a Jet Mist leathered granite countertop, two-inch Carrara
marble on the center island, and custom inset cabinetry, the
latter provided by kitchen designer Lindsay Farnsworth of
Crown Point Cabinetry in Claremont, New Hampshire. The
shop also provided cabinetry for the dish and food pantries,
second kitchen, office, two laundry rooms, select bathrooms,
and a wine closet. The latter is a cooling and humiditycontrolled room built of fir, with floor-to-ceiling wine racks.
The downstairs kitchen is part of a floor that is “Americana
nautical,” as Catalfano describes it, and includes a red carpet
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A deck (above) of composite flooring, stainless-steel cables, and PVC rails and balusters sits on the roof of the first-floor screened porch.
In the dining room (opposite), a still life by Robert Douglas Hunter, who was educated in the Boston School tradition, crowns the fireplace. Sage
green upholstered leather chairs surround a custom table inlaid with bronze. The iron chandelier accented with crystal suits the homeowners’ desire
for a touch of formality without the complete formality of a crystal chandelier.
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with white stars, blue chair cushions with anchor fabric,
sailboat photographs with red frames, sconces with mappatterned lampshades, red and blue bar stools, and, most
striking, a mahogany and maple–topped bar in the shape of
a boat. “I always wanted a Hinckley yacht, and Anthony said
he was going to give it to me without the maintenance,” jokes
the husband. The bar’s shape was a spur-of-the-moment idea
by Catalfano that carpenter Lenny Hoseit of Thomas and Lord
quickly drew up on-site.
Additional unexpected features include dark brown
tigerwood flooring on the first story, with mottling true
to its name, and mirrors on the dining room doors, so that
guests with their backs to the ocean can still appreciate the
view. There’s even a shower for the homeowners’ cockapoo
and labradoodle tucked under a secondary staircase by the
mudroom. Sized for canines, the shower—at approximately
five and a half feet tall—has subway tiles on the wall and river
rock tile on the floor. The glass door is etched with the words
“For Dog’s Only.”
The owners’ bedroom is seafoam colored with a vaulted
ceiling, a balcony, built-in cabinetry, and a fireplace with a Jet
Mist leathered granite surround. “The suite has a grand view,”
says Beaudette, “so the interior should be equally grand.” A
television is contained in a black box at the foot of the bamboo
canopy bed and rises up on a platform that can be swung

around, so the homeowners can watch while in bed or while
sitting in a chair. In the adjacent bathroom, a soaking tub with
nickel-finished legs sits atop a floor of honed mosaic marble
and below an octagonal dome inlaid with wood and featuring
a star-shaped pendant light.
To build, the homeowners knocked down a previous home.
While insulating the new house, the couple put the obituary
of the previous owner in the wall, facing Bumpkin Island. The
wife also decided to honor the previous home by asking Lord
to save the home’s barometers. “I sent them to Cape Cod to
be restored and mounted, then gave them to my husband for
Christmas,” she says.
Outside, landscape designer Ted Carter of Buxton wanted
“something formal, rather estate-like” to suit the house.
White entry gates open on a grass auto court, and European
hornbeam hedges screen the property. The homeowners have
formal rose, cutting, and vegetable gardens. At the back of
the house, Carter has used design elements, including a pool,
to produce a ha-ha: a landscape feature that distinguishes
the crisp, clean edge of a finished landscape from the natural
landscape beyond and has the effect of drawing the gaze
from the foreground to the background—in this case, the
ocean view.
In the process of building the house—when the basic
design had been established but the finishes and detail-work
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The paneling and moulding on the living
room’s walls suggest Georgian architecture,
the formality of which interior designer
Anthony Catalfano de-emphasizes with
relaxed patterns and textures on the
furniture. Above the fireplace is a digital
print of a photograph by Stephen Maka. The
fireplace itself was positioned to serve as
a focal point in the room while preserving
the ocean view, which is framed by a large
window with smaller flanking windows.
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A cooling and humidity-controlled wine room (above) is located
near the first-floor kitchen. It has floor-to-ceiling Douglas fir wine
racks, a limestone floor, and a mahogany door with etched glass.
The living room (right, top) features gold-framed paintings by
artists of the Boston School, which the homeowners brought from
their previous home in Wrentham, Massachusetts. The coffee
table with a chipped white finish is from Minton-Spidell through
Anthony Catalfano Home.
A back-hall powder room is furnished with a painted vanity from
Crown Point Cabinetry and Pierre Frey wallpaper that resembles
chicken wire.
Opposite, top and bottom: A pool defines a line in the landscape
that separates the lawn from the lower land, drawing your eye
from the foreground to the ocean view in the background. The
downstairs caterer’s kitchen is used for parties and relaxed family
gatherings. Meals prepared here can be brought upstairs (via an
elevator) to the formal dining room or outdoors. Fashioned in the
shape of a boat, the bar has a mahogany and maple countertop, a
bow light, and a flag holder.

At the back of the house, Carter has used design elements,
including a pool, to produce a ha-ha: a landscape feature
that distinguishes the crisp, clean edge of a finished
landscape from the natural landscape beyond.

Window boxes brim with
mums, winter-hardy Baltic ivy,
plectranthus, kale, and wood fern.
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weren’t—the various players realized that the
homeowners knew what they wanted but were
having trouble articulating it. At that point,
Catalfano was brought in on the project. As
he and the wife were talking, Catalfano said,
“I am going to show you just what you want.”
He opened Russell Versaci’s Creating a New
Old House, a book that had inspired his own
home in Kennebunk. It turned out that the wife
had looked at that very book earlier, when she
was trying to imagine her house. The picture
Catalfano opened to was just what she was
trying to visualize: a stately, gambrel-roofed,
shingle-style estate, almost an exact duplicate
of the home she and her husband now call
their own. MH+D
For more information, see Resources on page 140
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BRIGHT IDEAS
Spray-foam insulation at exterior
walls and roof
Andersen A-series windows
Efficient Viessmann boiler

